
     June 20, 2013 

Welcoming Schools! 
 

Each of the West Hartford Public Schools are engaged in a multi-year Welcoming Schools process.  Web-
ster Hill is currently in year one of our journey. This past fall, a Webster Hill parent received Welcoming 
Schools training and joined our school committee in reading the book, Powerful Partnerships.  In the upcom-
ing months, she will be joined by our parent rep. on the Safe Schools Climate Committee and members of 
the PTO to visit two other schools in town for a walk-through protocol.  We will receive visiting teams as well 
and get feedback from those visits.   
 
All Webster Hill families will have an opportunity to share their thoughts and experiences in two ways.  We 
will be sending a Welcoming Schools survey to all families very soon.  We will also be holding focus groups 
and all families will be invited to attend.  We will choose morning, afternoon and evening sessions to hope-
fully increase opportunities for participation.  After compiling information on the visits, survey data, and focus 
group sessions, we will create steps to include in our annual School Improvement Plan. The schools in town 
who started the process last year have spoken positively about their journey to make all families feel wel-
come. I look forward to hearing from you.  Your feedback is essential in helping us continue what we do well 
while reflecting on and improving any areas that require our attention and focus.  
 
 
Safety update 
 
I wish it weren’t necessary, but safety is always on my mind as a principal and as a parent of children who 
attend school.  I want to use this issue of The Connection to give an update and share some of the many 
measures that are in place to protect your children.    
 
Kidslink worked with our Plant and Facility department to install a buzzer system.  This has enabled us to 
keep all exterior doors locked before, during and after school. 
 
Band, Orchestra, Choir students used to enter through one door, which we left unlocked for a short time in 
the morning.  That is no longer the case.  All exterior doors are locked and our children who come before 
school for rehearsal are let in by a staff member. 
 
Doors remain locked during After School Activities and we ask families to wait outside for the children to be 
dismissed.  
 
We have a school Emergency Team with a parent rep and we meet throughout the year.  Our town’s Securi-
ty Director, Eric Dency and our School Resource Officer, Irene Klein attend whenever possible.  We discuss 
safety procedures and protocols and plan activities to better inform the staff.  We work through safety sce-
narios and give teachers consistent messaging to share with students. 
 
Staff are assigned consistent areas for duties.  Not only are they able to build relationships with students but 
having a consistent location and set of responsibilities lets us know if something seems out of the ordinary.      
              
                  ..cont. 
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The district is constantly looking to improve safety measures.  Eric Dency and Assis-
tant Superintendent Andy Morrow recently presented at a Parent/Teacher Council 
meeting and Mr. Dency attends many of our Leadership meetings to run safety sce-
narios with the town’s principals.  
 
How can you help? Most of you are great about coming right to the office, signing in 
and putting on those critical “visitor” stickers.  They are important because while you 
may be well known to some or even most of the staff, you are most definitely not 
known by all.  When a staff member sees an adult in the building who they are unfa-
miliar with and don’t see a sticker, it raises alarm.  We have been charged with main-
taining a safe environment for your children.  We ask that you do your part and sign in 
and have your visitor sticker worn where it is easy for us to see.   

          Jeff 

The following students have earned STRIVE recognition for the 
month of  December 
 
 
Kelsey W.  Eloise W.   Elijah K. 

Public Act 16-189 
We believe that it is vital for all students in West Hartford Public Schools to be able to efficiently and effec-
tively use digital tools that empower them in all phases of the learning process, including research, problem 
solving, content creation, communication, and collaboration. We also believe that we must be committed at 
all times to protecting students' privacy and providing them with a powerful and safe educational experience. 
To that end, the West Hartford Public Schools follow the legal requirements of Public Act 16-189 to promote 
the safety and security of all students and staff. 

In compliance with Connecticut State Law, we update online programs used within the district that house 
student data. The programs may be used district-wide, in a very small number of classrooms, or with individ-
ual students. The list will be updated each time the district enters into a new contract where student data is 
housed. For more information on the specifics of Public Act 16-189 and updates of vendor agreements, visit 
www.whps.org/pa189. 

http://www.whps.org/pa189
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Dates To Remember   
   
 
January 10  EGG Meeting  3:20-4:15pm  Library 
    
January 16  Author Celebration 9:00-9:30am Room 8 
   Bristow Choir  10:15-10:45am 
 
January 17  Pre-K Open House 6:00-7:00pm Room 9  
   (new families) 
 
January 21  Martin Luther King Jr. / No School 
 
January 22  Gr. 5 Field Trip  9:10-1:50pm  Noah Webster 
    
January 23  Gr. 5 Field Trip  9:10-1:50pm  Noah Webster  
 
January 31  Math Night/   5:30-7:30pm 
   Pasta Supper  
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INCLEMENT WEATHER , SCHOOL 

CLOSING & DELAYS 

The following radio and television stations will car-

ry the necessary information about late openings. 

TELEVISION STATIONS: 

Channel 3, 30, & Channel 5 Cable Access 

INTERNET: 

www.whps.org 

RADIO STATIONS: 

 WTIC  1080 AM   

WKND  1480 AM 

WHCN  105.9 FM WKSS   95.7 FM 

WRCH  100.5 FM WRYM  840 AM 

REMINDER: Whenever there is a delayed open-

ing, ALL morning activities such as choir, band,  

kidslink etc. are cancelled. 

EARLY DISMISSALS: It is very important that you 

review early dismissal emergency procedures with 

your child. It is appreciated if you use one or all of 

the above sources to keep updated on the latest 

information regarding school delays and closings. 

PLEASE POST THIS BY YOUR PHONE AT HOME & WORK 

EMERGENCY EARLY CLOSING 

In the event of an emergency early 

closing, these are the early closing 

times for ALL days of the week. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL   11:45 AM 
(Please note this is a new time!) 

Middle School  11:00 AM 

High School  10:30 AM 

 Give your children 3 to 5 homes to go to in the 

neighborhood, in a certain order. 

 Show them where an extra house key is kept. 

 Remind them to go to the designated neighbor, 

but then be certain to leave a note for you (on 

the back door or in the mailbox) as to where 

they are staying. 

We suggest that you walk through a simulation with 

your children to give them the experience in a non-

threatening situation. 

 

OUTDOOR RECESS POLICY 

The recess policy dictates that all 

students will go outside for recess if 

the temperature is 20 degrees or 

above. We will factor in the wind 

chill. Students should be appropri-

ately dressed to spend time out-

doors during recess. Warm clothes, 

gloves, hats and boots are required 

during the  

BEFORE SCHOOL SUPERVISION 

Supervision on our grounds begins at 8:20 a.m. 

Please be informed of the latest information  

regarding delayed openings using the sources above. 

Thank you for your continued support for the safety 

of your children. 

REMEMBER: 

In the event of an emergency early 

closing, the Kidslink  

Extended Day Program will be closed. 

The West Hartford School District now has 
the technology to notify each student's 
household when there is a cancellation or 
delay due to inclement weather. The phone 
notification will be in addition to existing 
online, television, and radio notifications, 
and the phone call would be issued no later 
than 6:30 a.m.  
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INCOMING KINDERGARTEN FAMILIES 

If you have a child that is eligible to enter Kindergarten in the 
Fall of 2019 (must be turning 5 before 1/1/2020) please call 
the office at (860) 521-0320 as soon as possible so we can add 
your child’s name to our incoming Kindergarten list. 

From the Nurse: When to keep your child home from school 
The CDC reports that we are entering the peak of flu season, which is now widespread in Con-
necticut.  There have also been more reports of gastric/stomach illnesses locally.  This is a good 
time to review the importance of hand washing, covering coughs, and keeping hands out of 
mouth with your child.    

Stomachache, vomiting, and diarrhea-  A child with vomiting and/or diarrhea should be kept 
at home until symptoms have resolved for at least 24 hours and the child is able to return to a 
normal diet.  If your child has vomited during the evening or night please do not send them to 
school in the morning even if they appear to be feeling well.  Allow them time to rest and return 
to their typical activity level. Since viruses spread easily throughout the school system, children 
should remain at home for a minimum of 24 hours after the last episode of vomiting or fever to 
ensure a healthy return to school.  Your child should be feeling well in order to maximize the 
learning experience. 

Cold, sore throat, cough- If cold and cough symptoms are associated with fever or they do not 
readily improve, call your doctor.  If the cough is persistent consider that your child may not be 
able to engage fully in classroom activities.  Your child may attend school if there is no fever 
for at least 24 hours. 

 Fever- Fever in the school setting is defined as temperature 100 F or greater.  Fevers are gener-
ally signs of infection.  While Tylenol/Motrin may be effective in reducing fever, your child 
may still be contagious. Even though the fever is temporarily alleviated, it does not address the 
underlying cause.  Your child should be fever free without medication for at least 24 hours be-
fore returning back to school.   

  Returning to school too quickly may prolong your child’s illness  
and allow it to spread to others.  Remember to wash hands frequently. 

Please remember to call the school absence line  at  860-929-5828  any time if your child is 
ill.  You should call if your child is absent more than one day in a row or if he/she went home ill 

the previous day.  You can leave a message anytime of the day or night. 

 

Mrs. Helene Hanrahan RN 

(860) 929-5810 
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Makerspace Update! 
 

Our Webster Hill Makerspace is up and running with bi-monthly challenges! 
 
Beginning in October, students explored the space and engaged in opportunities to work 
with KEVA planks!  During December and January, classes are invited to participate in a 
Lego and/or KEVA challenge. Can you build a bridge strong enough to hold some-
thing?  Can you build a bridge longer or shorter than a given length? Classes are encour-
aged to team up with their book buddies to engage in Makerspace activities, too! 
 
During Library, we’ve started to learn about some of our new robots, Cubetto and Ozo-
bot, and will also use them in the Makerspace! 
 
We are grateful to the Webster Hill PTO and Foundation for West Hartford Public Schools 
for their support as our space grows to engage our students in hands-on learning. 

 
 

 
 KEVA Planks          LEGOS 

 

 
  Cubetto      Ozobot  
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Webster Hill Families,  

 
I am in search of volunteers who are interested in helping with 

the Art Show this year. Some tasks include:  
 

 Help with matting work starting in March. I will make a kit 
with supplies you can take home to do, and you would return 
for the week after break (April 15th).   

 Putting the work on bulletin boards (around the week of 
April 15th).  

 Taking the work off bulletin boards (around the week of May 
6th). 

 
I am excited to announce that this year each student will have a 
personal piece, a group project with their class or grade level, 

AND an artistic butterfly in the art show. 
 

Please feel free to reach out to me if you are interested! My 
email is haley_nelson@whps.org 

Any and all help is appreciated and welcomed! 
 
 

Thank you, 
Ms. Nelson 

mailto:haley_nelson@whps.org
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The West Hartford Special Education PTO (Parent-Teacher Organization) invites you to join us for the 2019 Si-
lent Spring Fling on Saturday, May 11th from 7 to 9:30pm at Elmwood Community Center, 1106 New Britain 
Avenue in West Hartford.  The Silent Spring Fling is a silent dance party experience designed specifically for 
individuals with sensory sensitivities. 
 The DJ will spin a live set of dance favorites through wireless Bluetooth headphones allowing attendees 
to control their own volume levels. 
Students (typical and non-typical) from West Hartford and neighboring up to 21 years of age are invited to attend. 
Tickets are $10 each for students.  Tickets are on sale now online at http://bit.ly/SilentTickets 
Parents are strongly encouraged to attend for free ($10 for headphones) and a parent lounge is provided for fami-
lies to relax and connect with other members of their community during the event.  No babysitting or one-on-one 
assistance will be provided.  Parents Sponsorship opportunities are available.  For more information contact us at 
info@whsepto.org. 
 West Hartford SEPTO is a 501©3 town-wide special education PTO founded in June 2002 to provide 

support, education and friendship to parents navigating their way through the school system with a child receiving 
special education services. 


